Dr. Dickson English 111 Fall 2007


WP#2 Letter
Assignment: This is a “scenario-based” assignment, meaning that I will describe a predicament and you will figure out how writing can ameliorate the situation (but maybe not “solve” the problem). 

Here’s the basic situation:

Your son/daughter attends a school that has just banned three t-shirts: 

· anything with guns on it (including mention of the NRA)

· anything with mid or full body shots of women or men dressed "seductively" 

· anything with a Confederate flag

· anything with confrontational political content (“Abortion is Murder” or a lampoon of the President of the United States)

After the announcement of the ban, there was an outcry from some students and parents, though there was quite a variety of different criticisms being offered. Some thought some aspects of a dress code were appropriate, but not others. Some believed that First Amendment issues were at stake so, as a matter of principle, they rejected the bans. Some fully endorsed the bans but felt there were more pressing issues (like how to create more student input on curriculum or how to support more collaboration among different ages and between school and the community).

You will choose ONE of the following two scenarios:

Scenario One: the PTO is meeting and, as an active parent and visible community member, you've been asked to write a letter addressing the PTO on how parents should address the school board. This letter will go out to parents before the PTO meets in an open forum.

Scenario Two: you are one of the stakeholders described above (a student or a parent holding this or that position) and you are writing a letter to the principal. You are trying to convince her/him to reconsider some aspect of the decision. 

In either case, your job is to (not necessarily in this order): 

· show that you fully understand the issue(s)* and the stakes (we’ll discuss what this entails)
· articulate a position on one or more of the issues and make it convincing for the particular audience you have chosen

· create a clear statement of how to proceed next 

· Note: you’re writing a letter, not an essay. So, be aware that the constraints are different (we’ll talk about this)

*Re: Linked Course. Antigone has probably helped you think through some of the issues that will come up with this scenario. How is the individual’s rights balanced with the cohesive needs of the community? How should a principle “rule” a school? (How would Creon, Haemon and Antigone differ in their answer to this question of how to rule?) 
Due Dates: 

Sept 17 2 page (single-spaced) freewrite on the scenario you choose. Also, bring to class a Xerox copy of one piece of useful research on the topic of “free speech and school campus” or “free speech and minors”

Sept 24 Draft of your letter (WP#2)

Sept 28 Revision of your letter (hard copy); attach a 2-3 page (double-spaced) reflection on your process: include a brief account of how you came to your main idea and strategy(ies), a concise but detailed summary of useful feedback, a description of how you responded and a self-evaluation using the grading criteria offered below.

Grading Criteria

“A”: all due dates met; meets 3 primary objectives (see above); makes good use of some technical information about free speech (not necessarily quoting anyone, which might be awkward ); adeptly recognizes multiple stakeholders; makes reference (complimentary or critical) about the process of decision-making that led to the policy or will lead to future policy; crafts a tone appropriate for the (imagined) author and audience; creates  a cogent and concise argument; free of mechanical errors and typos; min. 600 words; final reflection comprises all required elements  

“B” : meets most of the criteria explained above 

“C”:. meets some of the criteria explained above

“D”: meets only a few of the criteria explained above
